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FROM PASTOR: “ON YOUR MARK...THE MAY MARATHON”’

Are you ready for the May Marathon? It's what | call
the fast paced celebrations - some civic, some sacred -
crammed together before summer break. Graduations,
Mother's Day, Ascension Day, Last Day of School,
Memorial Day, Pentecost, and Trinity Sunday. Our worship
colors flash from white (Easter) to gold (Ascension), to red
(Pentecost), to gold (Trinity), and then green for the
summer. These are not random or meaningless activities.
The succession of days form a kind of parade - a witness to
the movement of God among His people for His glory.

Our Christian tradition has long spoken of the Church in
two forms: the Church Triumphant and the Church
Militant. The Church Triumphant is that “great cloud of
witnesses” (Hebrews 12:1)—those who have finished their
race and now rejoice in God’s presence. The Church
Militant is us—the living Church on earth—still running the
long race of faith, still engaged in the struggle of the gospel,
and still serving in God’s mission.

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses...
let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us.” (Heb. 12:1)

But don’t let all of the activities get you down. If you are
going to make it safely to summer recess, you'll need to
pace yourself, and be an encourager to others as we make
sure everyone is a winner in the race of faith:

¢ On Mother’s Day, we will give thanks for all women who
nurtured faith in us—many of whom now belong to that
great cloud of witnesses. Their prayers, sacrifices, and
testimonies continue to surround us, encouraging us to
keep running with perseverance.
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A PLACE TO BELONG, BELIEVE, and BE INVOLVED



PASTOR'S PAGE

¢ On Memorial Day, we remember those who y | IH[
gave their lives in service to our nation. While this -
is a civic observance, it echoes the deeper
Christian truth that sacrifice is never forgotten in
the economy of God. We honor their memory,
and we look beyond the grave with resurrection : 11 ;
hope. “ R e i, A

¢ We will celebrate the often overlooked " Y
Ascension Sunday. The risen Christ is not , \Fi
absent, but reigning. He has gone before us, not ' 11881
only as Savior but as the One who has o G
completed the race and now intercedes for us. HEL [N !
From his place of authority, he calls us onward. H

¢ We then celebrate Pentecost, when the Holy ‘ I_” ﬂ [
Spirit empowers the Church to run this race | | T N
faithfully. We do not run alone. The Spirit H[ ”J
strengthens us, guides us, and keeps us moving
forward when the path is steep and the race is
long.

Add AVAM—PT AVIA ‘AVANNS LSODHAINAd

¢ And don’t forget Trinity Sunday, when the
church celebrates a foundational doctrine: The Trinity (One God in Three: Father, Son
and Holy Spirit). This begins our long journey into “Ordinary Time” (June to October). But
we know, there is nothing ordinary about Ordinary Time. We will be focusing on
relational and spiritual growth.

So May becomes more than a calendar of events - It is a spiritual journey with
friends: alive and eternal! Surrounded by the great cloud of withesses, we lay aside what
weighs us down and we press on with endurance to the prize set before us - eternal life and
union with God in Christ!

| invite you to be more than a spectator in this parade of faith. Be Involved! March, run,
walk, encourage and carry others as we bear withess to the mission entrusted to us: to love
God, to love our neighbors, and to proclaim the risen Christ in word and deed. As we
move through this marathon of a month, may we do so with gratitude for those who have
gone before us—and

DOORSTEP m Neighbor : with renewed
9TH ANNUAL ® 00 o determination to run well
WAL/ S EUN UM Helping the race set before us
SATURDAY Neighbor together! ’
JUNEG6 |8 AM v T ogether!

~ Merry May Blessings,
Pastor Ivan+

WALK/SK RUN \Lg
DOORST=P

Neighbors Helping Neighbors SK w Ik R PS. Join me for

- umsv:‘:gm Ave, Topeka KS 66604 Q “n Doorstep’s 9th Annual

5K Walk/Run on Jun 6




CHURCH OFFICE  “our st

HONORING ALL WOMEN ON

MOTHER’S DAY CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAYS: PASTOR’S DAY OFF

We will honor all mothers and women on MONDAYS - CLOSED

Sunday, May 10, during our 10:30 AM TUESDAY - THURSDAYS

Worship Service! 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM

+ Wear a RED or PINK Carnation or FRIDAYS: 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM

mothor or woman. - " | THE WITNESS s blaned monty fec of
. charge by West Side Baptis urch,

» Weara WHITE Carnation or flower of 4th St.,, Topeka Kansas, 66606. Submission
your choice to honor a mother or deadlines is the third Tuesday of each month to
woman who has passed away. Lynda (office@wsbctopeka.org). The Editors

reserve the right to edit submissions for content,

BRING PHOTOS (framed or unframed) to grammar, and publication spacing. Send address

help decorate the Communion Table on corrections and subscription requests to:
Mother’s Day! You may take your photos WEST SIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
home after the service. 1008 SW 4th St

Topeka, KS 66606
Phone: (785) 233-4241

Church Email: office@wsbctopeka.orqg
Pastor Email: pastor@wsbctopeka.org
We Do Not Use Google (gmail), Yahoo,
or other email address. Always Verify!

T

MEMORIAL D_Y{/

“REMEMBER AND $

,"

ASCENSION SUNDAY — We will celebrate | Memorial Day Remembrance: On Memorial
Jesus’ Ascension into heaven following his | D2y, We honor the men and women who gave
forty days of post-resurrection appearance their lives in service to our nation. Wlth gratitude,
on Sunday, May 17. WEAR WHITE and we remember their courage and sacrifice, and we
GOLD lift up their families in prayer. Bring a framed
photo for the Communion Table.
PENTECOST SUNDAY — WEAR RED on | As followers of Christ, we are reminded: “Greater
Pentecost Sunday, May 24. love has no one than this, to lay down one’s life

TRINITY SUNDAY, MAY 31 - WEAR for one’s friends” (John 15:13). May we honor

SUMMER COLORS or HAWAIIAN DRESS ;llll%lr 1:agcaecy by living as people of faith, gratitude,
or SHIRTS until Labor Day. P '
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
EVY L AT

7

Children - Grandéhildren - Neighbor Kids

Summer Church Camp offers
Children Countless
Experiences and
Opportunties, but the most
important of all is a chance tc
receive

JESUS!
REGISTER TODAY

Scholarships & Sponsorships Available
EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS END MAY 1

GRADUATION SUNDAY RECOGNITION - MAY 17
CONGRATULATIONS! The Ministry of Christian

Education would like to recognize all graduates (8th “@ ;}3&'&{{%
grade, High school, College, and Graduate 7 e oo T
degrees) on Sunday May 17 during the 10:30 AM ‘& V”l/l[l v/ ji
worship service. Please contact the church office or # 0/ #
Marty Stevenson or Jennifer Emery and let them « “*&\ﬁ\ p/ﬁé" &
know that you have a family member graduating this < = & -

year.



CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRY

e Youth Road Trip to MPYC 2026
YMCA of the Rockies,
Estes Park, CO
Theme: “Rooted in the Word”
June 6-10, 2026

Get ready for an unforgettable experience as our youth group heads to
the Mountain and Prairie Youth Conference (MPYC)! This high school
youth conference, sponsored by the American Baptist Churches of the
Rocky Mountains and ABC of Nebraska, offers a unique opportunity for
spiritual growth, fellowship, and adventure in the breathtaking Rocky

CALLED BY NAME

Mountains & Prairies Youth Conference

& MOUNTAINS
& PRAIRIES

Jush Lrperene

P Kyrota Spuskas Mountains.; Cost per individual and sponsor $400 after March
TS, R wARTIEL. ABSUAL 15, 2026.

YMCA OF THE ROCKIES

SNOW MOUNTAIN RANCH 2026 SUMMER CHURCH CAMP

GRANBY, COLORADO
We want ALL KIDS to go to Camp Christy this summer...so

register NOW!
Scholarship & Sponsorship Available! CAMP CHRISTY CAMP CHRISTY
HIGH SCHOOL CAMP PRIMARY CAMP
REGISTER BEFORE MAY 1 to Secure Director: Damion Denison Director: Becky Rider
Your Spot at Camp! JUNE 1-5, 2026 JUNE 22-24, 2026
Pth- 12th grade 2nd- 4th grade
SENIOR HIGH (9"-12" Gr): $350 before May 1 $195 before May 1
Mon., June 1 — Fri., June 5 $370 after May 1 $215 after May 1
MIDDLE SCHOOL (6"-8" Gr): \ I 1 3 : YA
Mon., June 8 — Fri., June 12 CAMP CHRISTY CAMP CHRISTY
MIDDLE SCHOOL CAMP DAY CAMP
JUNIOR CAMP (4™-6" Grades): Director: Exin Isham Director; Aleys Rainey
Mon., June 15 — Fri., June 19 JUNE 8-12, 2026 JUNE 25-26, 2026
nd  ath 6th- Bth grade K~ 2nd grade
PRIMARY CAMP (24" Gr): Mon., June 22 — EEETEREEEE $105 before May 1
Wed., June 24 $370 after May 1 $125 after May 1

TRANSPQRTATION: The Church will provide CAMP CHRISTY
transportation to/from

Camp Christy- Scott City, 320 Camp Christy Dr., :)“”f°"v ‘;“‘“’l‘f’ :
Scott City, KS 67871. Watch for transportation Ll b

. . . JUNE 15-19, 2026
information in the May newsletter. :

dth- 6th grade
$350 before May 1
$370 after May 1

Questions? Contact the Church Office or the
Coordinator of Christian Ed.

Any youth interested in going to camp please see
Marty Stevenson.

Parents are welcome too! https://www.mpyc-abc.org/



https://www.mpyc-abc.org/

FELLOWSHIP & MEMBERSHIP

You’re Invited to the Wedding Shower!

Michael Turner and Jessica Widow are tying the knot! Please join
us for a wedding shower to celebrate the happy couple on May 31
i Ave 1 ra{at 2:00 pm in Holmer Hall. Mikey and Jessica are registered for

o rire et gifts at Walmart and on Amazon. Please RSVP to Colleen Smith

o T A Wedip  (785-213-1062) by May 24.

4 Shower

MEN’S & LADIES’ NIGHT OUT - This is a fun time of building gz
friendships in church. Ladies’ & Men’s Night Out is aj
monthly restaurant outing on the First Tuesday of the {

responsible for paying for their own meal, and don’t forget to *
bring a friend and pay for their meal. Reservations are not
needed, but please SIGN UP online or on the bulletin board so
we can help the restaurant prepare!

7 CHRISTIAN CLASSICS BOOK CLUB: Deepen Your Faith
/_y/ and Gain Wisdom from Spiritual Giants. Join the Christian
Cha IlC e'to Die Classics Book Club on the following days in May:
¢ FOURTH SUNDAY at 5:30 PM (HH)
¢ FOURTH WEDNESDAY at 11:30 AM (HH).

k2o BOOK: “A CHANCE TO DIE”

Amy BY ELISABETH ELLIOT
Carmichael Join our Christian Classics Book Club Today!
~d Grab a hard copy or an electronic copy of the books online

=" . at your favorite book supplier, or at the Topeka/Shawnee
‘ County Public Library (TSCPL). Find study guides, the
proposed 2026 Book list and other important information
PlissESth Fllict online at https://wsbctopeka.org.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY — SECOND MONDAY at 5:30 PM: The|
Women'’s Ministry invites all women to our monthly gathering on
the second Monday of each month for a time of food, fellowship,

; i, — .:-;nt
and faith. . 2nd 5\::';::‘,5

Sign up sheet is on the bulletin board outside the Church Mondays, o™,
Office. These evenings are set aside to relax, share stories, laugh . 5:30 PME

together, and deepen our connections as sisters in Christ. Come ‘ Holmer
grow with us in love and friendship! Hall


https://wsbctopeka.org

TREASURER'S REPORT

Our Church Finances

Our income through the first quarter of the year (through March) is $147,211.29 which is
50.99% of our $288,680 budget (without the budgeted investment income of $33,187 for
building maintenance). This is an increase from the $116,427.26 through February.

Our expenses through March totaled $102,356.84 which is 26.72% of our budget. This is an
increase from the $84,725.82 through February.

The difference of income to expenses for the year through March is $44,854.45.
Our checking account balance shown on the balance sheet is $18,881.42.

We continue making adjustments to our financial record keeping as we change into our new
system. You will see a few additional changes over the coming months with more detail on
our gifts and expenditures.

The first quarter giving statements have been distributed. If you did not receive yours, please
let the church office or me know. This statement should contain your 2026 giving pledge.
Please review to make sure it is recorded correctly.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks.
Nancy Lindberg, Treasurer

@'£SA'@@[[y ﬁeiirecj |

IN HONOR OF
Rev. Janet Crowl
Sunday, June 14, 2026

Join us for Pastor Janet’s final Sunday with
us. She will lead worship and share the
message. Following the service, we will

honor Janet and celebrate her retirement
with a catered lunch in the gym, provided
by Brick Road Catering.

First Baptist Church Topeka
3033 SW MacVicar Ave
Topeka, KS 66611

Please RSVP with Jamie in the office: 785-267-0380 or emailafirstbaptisttopeka.org
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MISSION

Eight West Side Baptist Church members (Betty and
Mark Arnold; Pat Carpenter, Nancy Lindberg, Marty and
Jay Stevenson and Patty and Josh Tripod) recently

% braved early morning
. “and late night travel
to experience a most

|service at Rainbow
@ Acres in  Camp
Verde, AZ. A big
i thank you goes to
Tonya and Brian Widow for
delivering us to the airport and
- picking us up from the train
station, both before 5 AM.

What a wonderful place Rainbow Acres is! The 50 acre ranch offers
adults with developmental disabilities the chance to reach their
potential in a safe and supportive environment. We were so
impressed with the activities and classes in life and job skills, animal
1 science and horticulture, art and music therapy, and practical and fine
| arts. The atmosphere here is truly welcoming and loving.

= Our team was honored to lead daily devotions and prayer circles
which were optional for ranchers, but well attended. The ranchers
were eager to participate and pray. We were amazed by their Bible
knowledge, faith, and community.

OUT OF AFRICA
ENTRANCE

We were delighted to host eight ranchers and a caregiver on a field trip to “Out of Africa”, an
animal refuge and safari park nearby. We enjoyed all the opportunities of the park and a
relaxed time getting to know the ranchers.



We worked diligently on three projects for the ranch. Mark and Nancy painted stripes in

the parking lot of their community building. Josh and Jay shoveled and moved pea

gravel that needed replacing. Pat, Marty, Patty, and Betty cleared brush and weeded the

orchard. Though we all endured a few sore muscles, we were quite pleased with what
we accomplished.

Another highlight for the ranchers was our after-
noon of Bingo. We gave out all the prizes and
made sure that each rancher won at least
once. The next afternoon we hosted a card
making session so that ranchers could make
Mother’s Day and various greeting cards for family
and friends.

We enjoyed lunches together with all the ranchers
in the community center, but in the evenings we -
paired up and went to different homes for
dinner. We went back to the same homes
each evening and so became better
acquainted with some of the ranchers.

At the last lunch our team delivered a love gift of $1000 from
our generous members here at home. All the ranchers and
staff asked if we would come back. When we filled out our
volunteer evaluation, they even asked for our return date!

= There were many firsts for members of our mission team: first
time at the Grand Canyon, first time leading prayers and
devotions for a large group, first time zip lining, first time kiss-
ing a giraffe, first time to drive and dump a tractor, first time to ride the train. The only
disappointment was that Pastor lvan was unable to go with us. We have been blessed
with an experience we will never forget. Thanks be to God and His church for sending
us.



DOORSTEP, INC

It is hard to believe we are already in the month of May! Soon kids will be out of school for the
summer, there will be graduations, weddings, vacations and celebrations.

Speaking of celebrations, Doorstep has a big one coming up in June, our 60" Anniversary!
The special projects committee and staff have been busy planning an event for you to participate in
for Doorstep!

During the planning we ended up creating a new event, and we hope to make an annual fundraiser.
Introducing: “Doorstep’s NeighborFest’!

On Saturday June 6™ we will gather in the Christ the King Catholic Church Earking lot for a variety of
activities! The event will start with 8am registration and 9am start for the 9" Annual Neighbor Helping
Neighbor Walk/5K Fun Run. We will have two routes planned through the neighborhood.

Then at 9:30am we will start to welcome vehicles for the Classic Car Show, including a “People’s
Choice” Award. There will be bounce houses, face painting and a balloon artist in the Family Fun
Zone, all FREE!

We are also planning to have a variety of food trucks, a DJ, a few raffles, emergency vehicles, a
firetruck, police car, and the Storm Chaser truck will be there. The event will run from 9am — 2pm,
with car show voting at 12:30pm and awards at 1:00pm. The walk/run is $30 and the car show entry
fee is $20. This is a fundraiser for Doorstep! We are working on a project we plan to unveil at the
event highlighting the future of Doorstep!

9 @ Vindkars ard runners ore mviisd to parsapse n our B0 Anceal DOORSTER, INC,
AT

m Neighbor Helping Neighbor R —
e, Walk/5K Fun Run '%“

He
Neighbor A Fundraiser for Doorstep, Inc.

WALK/SH RUN

-
A s i v

Location: Chrst the King Cathalc Church 25" & \Wanamaker mkmmcmr:
et fun: Car show,
o 2098 Nesghba
Date: Saturday, June 6 2026 Rsningy oo feon ol
Check-In & Late Registration: 300 AM to 3 45 AM Balloon antist, food trucks, DJ
Time: AM SK Fun Run Bagns - 3 104M One Mile 'Wak Bagns 0 & spechel Snnaurcament!

. Paticparts wil recaive a swag tag with a
Celebrity Starter for the Walk/Run [s: 1-shit*, snacks and a orrk at check-in an

Msiiesa Brunner ~ WIBW-TV Satureday moming

*T-ahints orly guestsrmmed (1 pra-reg dwed

Heolp Doorstep celebrate being a Cadm In
the Storm for 60 years!

Plan to jon us ot Christ the King for fun &
feiiawship, ralsng funds for Doarstep!

Make it fun and dress In 1960s outfits & costumes!

One Mile Walk/5K Fun Run Registration Form

[SubmE by SMAZE 10 guamniee a +shirl)

CHRIST THE KING CATHOLIC CHURCH pres
™ Address
5973 SW 257 TOPEKA, KS 66614 city:  Stato._ Zo
Phone Emait Circle ono: Male Female
9‘ -2P T-shirt size Youth S, M L Adult S M, L XL 2X 3X_

. BEST lN SHOH The regsiration cost is $30 for individuals or pledges (330 minkmum) T-shint nchided with 330
ragrtralion lee o on ot pledges of $100+ Ragsirations recaned aftar May 16H carnol be
gurarteed a 1shit. Mad regatration form and chack made aut to “Deorsten” to Doorstep. Inc

L) BEST cLAsslc 1112 5W 131h Avanue, Topeka, Ks S5604, ragister crina at www.DoorstepTopeka.ong o use the
QR ccde on the event fiyar

* BEST TRUCK

E T TR | focwtry Cortiy 1tm Saboweng: {11 | B phpwcally B and S rocerad medcal camaces tn pascpsie b the Neghtor
. Hairg Nesghtor WHRISK Hus, ) 11 cormedandson of oy soescuaten n 1 Varkius, § on betall of arpsell ey Ssars
L ] pEoplE s cHolcE B2 ASSKGiTh, MOl Iy wSBN, Denily wigve G028 e BSChAne I seonsts Spineirs ANBAles 4 worl 45 T
SOEORS And STOROYLs oM afry dnd a8 e INal May GoCie 35 e resull of diy 2o o, 400 {3 | horetyy grant
' DOtratep, MO SPeciic SOmiSsnn 10 sepeaduce. paliish, Chousdo, Copyghn Of GNENwse oS¢ Aty and & phalagraphs
L REG'STER TOD‘Y of e ana'or ey famely fakes 2t he WakeRun and NehborF et far ;e s of Dooisiep. o
.
DOORSTEPTOPEK‘.ORG 4\ Participant Sigrature Dute Sigratuse of parent ¢ gl guardian i ender 13
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WORSHIP

The Revised Common

Lectionary Texts Year A MAY USHEBS
MAY Gospel Reader Bet.ty Arn.old, Ernie Reed,
Janelle Hood Sonia Roling Jack Janway,
Steve Hood
MAY 3
FiFTH sunpay of easter | COMMUNION SERVERS
Acts 7:55-60 Alice & Clarence Payne
1 Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14 Betty & Mark Arnold
Ashley & Matt Smith
MAY 10
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER SCRIPTURE READER
Acts 17:22-31 Mary Woodall

1 Peter 3:13-22
John 14:15-21

May 17
Ascension Sunday

Acts 1:1-11
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:44-53

May 24
Pentecost Sunday

Numbers 11:24-30
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
John 20:19-23

May 31
Trinity Sunday
Genesis 1:1—- 2:4:a
2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Matthew 28:16-20




ACTIVITY PAGE

This 1s Memorial Day

This is Memorial Day
In our land of the free.

It’s because of those who sacrificed

Whose graves you're fere to see.
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And across the apen sea,
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Sat

1 2
N . 1:30 pm
MAY 1: Camp Register Worship
Deadline for Early Bird Team
D. 2:30 pm
1scount — Worship
! Committee
3 NURSERY |4 5 6 NO NURSERY |7 8 |9
LORD’S SUPPER |9:00 am 6:00 pm 10:30 am Bible Study | 1:00 pm 1:30 pm
9:00amSS  |Baby Closet |Mens’ & gfgg pm ﬁabé’ Closet | Bapy Closet Worship
10:30 AM Worship Ladies Night |55, gm Ng W‘ﬁr\’ﬁr Team
:é'oho pm Soup Out at Spin  |6:00 pm Bible Study
che City Pizza 7:00 pm Forbes AA
10 NuRsery |11 12 13 No NURSERY |14 15 16
MOTHER’S DAY |9:00 am ;0?;30 amBBrleC?tud%/ 1:00 pm 1:30 pm
9:00 am SS Baby Closet |g. -oU pm Baby Lloset | Bahy Closet Worshi
10:30 am Worship | _ Y ((5:.00 p(? 5:30 pm No Supper Y Team P
SOUp Kitchen Women'’s Meet”‘]g 600 pm Bible Study
Ministry 7:00 pm Forbes AA
17Nursery |18 19 20NO NURSERY (21 22 1253
ASCENSION 9:00 am 5:30 pm 10:30 am Bible Study |1:00 pm 1:30 pm
9:00 am SS Baby Closet |Christian Ed  |3:30 pm Baby Closet | Bapy Closet Worship
. , Meeting 5:30 pm No Supper T
10:30 am Worship : 5:30 pm No WWW eam
12:00 pm 6:30 pm 6:00 pm Bible Study
Soup Kitchen Fellowship 7:00 pm Forbes AA
Meeting
24 nursery |25 26 27 NO NURSERY | 28 29 130
PENTECOST “9"%“"O°R'A'- DAY ;0580 amBNg S(t:llldy t 1:00 pm 1:30 pm
9:00 am SS Jvam 6:00 pm -00 pm Baby Closet | Baby Closet Worship
10:30 am Worship |Baby Closet dutre%ch 2228 Sm Hg \?V%Wr Team
12:00 pm NO 6:00 pm Meeting 6:00 pm No Study
Soup Kitchen DAR 7:00 pm Forbes AA

31 NURSERY

TRINITY
9:00 am SS
10:30 am Worship
12:00 pm NO
Soup Kitchen

MEM
L “

TEME

et |

ORIAL DAY
MBER AND HONOR —I
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