FRom PASTOR’s PEN: “A SPIRITUAL ADVENTURE?” -
40 DAYS WITH THE LORD IN DESERT PLACES

Do you want a more intimate relationship with God? Do
you want to grow biblically and spiritually? Are you ready for
a time of self examination even if it reveals that you have
areas in your life to grow, heal, fix, and repent? Are you
willing to walk the rough road if it means you become a
better person? Then the season of Lent is for you!

The church will enter a period of 40 days and nights
where we will spend focused time learning to live like Jesus.
It's a journey with Jesus that is not of comfort but of
transformation. Just as Jesus spent 40 days in the desert
facing the devil in preparation for his public ministry, Lent
calls us into our own desert places, where distractions fall
away and the voice of God can be heard more clearly. It’s a
time to be Spirit led and fed!

Like Jesus, we are led by the Spirit into this sacred
wilderness not to be abandoned, but to be formed. Lent
invites us to let go of things that numb, distract, or consume
us so that we can rediscover life in Christ.

It's also a time that we focus on Jesus and the cross. We
will hear Jesus’ invitation to take up your cross:

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would
come after me, let him deny himself and take up
his cross and follow me.” Matthew 16:24

And, | hope to host a series of “Journey with Jesus”
spiritual sessions (like Advent) to help us practice prayer,
silence, fasting, and compassion during our Lenten season.

Join us for thie
40 Day Spiritual =8
Adventure as we 3
prepare to proclaim %:
the joy of Easter. :

Lenten ;
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CHURCH OFFICE  “our st

Contact the Church Office for an
Updated PRINTED LIST of
Anniversary & Birthdays.

Printed copies are available in the Church
Office!

PASTOR’S NEW PHONE NUMBER
Please call (785) 233-4241 anytime (calls
only, no text messaging). His old number
no longer works.

GET INVOLVED! Join one or more of these
working groups to share your spiritual gifts and
talents by serving the Lord. Meetings are open
to the church family:

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MEETING:
Educational instruction for children,
youth, and adults through Bible studies,
Sunday School, and WWW Kids Club,
and special events. The Committee
meets on the Third Tuesday at 5:30 PM
in Holmer Hall. Marty Stevenson is the
coordinator.

FELLOWSHIP & MEMBERSHIP — This “fun”
group coordinates the friendship, food,
and “fun” events (e.g., Super Bowl
Party), and oversees the prayer chain,
receptions, flowers, and the kitchen. The
Committee meets on the Third Tuesday
at 6:30 PM in Holmer Hall. Colleen Smith
is the coordinator.

MISSION COMMITTEE MEETING — Hands-
On service projects, activities, and
educational events. The committee
meets on the Third Wednesday at 11:30
AM in Holmer Hall. Betty Arnold is the
coordinator.

PROPERTY COMMITTEE - The committee is
responsible for the maintenance of
church property and for making
recommendations to the Council
regarding maintenance, repairs,
improvements or other matters pertaining
to church property. They are meeting on
the THIRD TUESDAY at 10:00 AM in
Holmer Hall. Steve Hood is the
coordinator.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:

MONDAYS: PASTOR’S DAY OFF
MONDAYS - CLOSED
TUESDAY - THURSDAYS
8:00 AM to 4:30 PM
FRIDAYS: 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM

THE WITNESS is published monthly free of
charge at 1008 SW 4th St., Topeka Kansas,
66606. Submission deadlines is the third
Tuesday of each month to
office@wsbctopeka.org. Lynda Cokeley and
Rev. Greuter, Editors, reserve the right to edit
submissions for content, grammar, and
publication spacing. Send address corrections
and subscription requests to:

WEST SIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
1008 SW 4th St.
Topeka, KS 66606
Phone: (785) 233-4241

Church Email: office@wsbctopeka.org
Pastor Email: pastor@wsbctopeka.org
We Do Not Use Google (gmail), Yahoo,
or other email address. Always Verify!

MISSION TRIP - Reminder to all that if you plan
5. to go on the mission trip to
£ ~3- Rainbow Acres in Camp Verde,
Arizona, the deadline for vyour
4 $100.00 deposit to reserve your
REX?Pe%W spot is due Sunday, February 1.
Additional payment deadlines are
$150.00 on Sunday, March 1 and the final
payment will be due Wednesday, April 1 of
$250.00. See Betty Arnold or the Pastor for any
questions. The dates scheduled to go on the trip
are April 13 - 18 of 2026.

VACATION - Lynda will be out of the office
February 2 - 7




YOUTH & CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

WWW KIDS CLUB START’S AGAIN!

Fun GAMES
Come Kids and bring your friends to | Rl
WWW Kids Bible Club on FEeAL

Earn PRIZES
Wednesday, January 7.

Need a RIDE? Call
the Church before
3:00 PM:
(785) 233-4241

A BABY CLOSET

great start. The

Cornerstones MONDAY = 900'1 1 OOAM
who are (K - WEDNESDAY - 3:30-5:30
7th grade) and PM
The Expl
(ages 8th - 19th  THURSDAY - 1:00-3:00 PM
grade) will con-
tinue to work wsbctopeka.org/get-help/baby-closet
on the “Fruit of the Spirit”. The Pulse :
and Emerge groups will start a new The Baby Closet is closed on all
series that will be a video based Federal Holidays

curriculum called ‘The Story”. The
curriculum will help students grasp
The Bible as one story: God’s story.

nmm

The Emerge group (High Schoolers 8th - 12th) will be hosting the annual Valentine’s
banquet luncheon on Sunday, Feb 15th after worship. Please register by Sunday, February
8th to hold a spot for you and a special guest. The menu will include salad, lasagna,
corn, garlic bread and a dessert. This will be a freewill luncheon (but donations are ap-
preciated) for our Emerge group to raise money for their upcoming trip to Young Christian’s
weekend at Silver Dollar City and summer camp. If you would like to just donate money
instead of eating, please see either Tera Triggs or Jennifer Emery.

Jennifer Emery
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FELLOWSHIP & MEMBERSHIP

MEN’S & LADIES’ NIGHT OUT - This is a fun time
of building friendships in church. Ladies’ & Men’s
Night Out is a monthly restaurant outing on the

First Tuesday of the month. We will meet on g°lden
Tuesday, February 4, at 6:00 pm at Golden Corral

1601 SW Wanamaker Rd. Each person is responsible co rra
for paying for their own meal, and don’t forget to bring
a friend and pay for their meal. Reservations are not Buffet & Grill

needed, but please SIGN UP online or on the bulletin
board so we can help the restaurant prepare!

SOUPER BOWL - It is Super Bowl time!
Please join us Sunday, February 8 as we
celebrate the ultimate football game. Chili
and crackers will be available at 4:45 pm
in the Fellowship Hall. Then we will head
upstairs to Holmer Hall to watch the game
which begins at 5:30 pm. Please bring a
snack and/or beverage to share. Be sure
to invite a friend!

ORDER YOUR CHURCH
SHIRTS and SWEATSHIRTS
NOw!

We have reopened another
order to be placed for anyone
that would like to order again
or to order for the first time.

Order forms are outside the BELLA SHORT SLEEVE BELLA LONG SLEEVE GILDAN UNISEX CREW  GILDAN UNISEX HOODIE
\ . UNISEX TEE UNISEX TEE #5833 XSKL$37
office. Any questions speak to XSXL$25 XS $20 23835 P
- 24328 2382 4X5X $36. 445K 42
Colleen Smith. axsx $30 ewsKss “Whiteor Athlstic Grey Wit or Athietic Grey
White or AthleticGrey  *White ar Athietic Grey YOUTH sizes
TEESXLS23
LONG SLEEVE 5-L $29
'CREW XS-XL $33

HOODIE XS-XL $37
° *White or Athletic Grey



TREASURER'S REPORT

Our income for December was $32,491.04 compared to $31,138.30 in November. For the
2025 year our income total was $320,262.75 or 116.41% of our budget of $275,113.00.

Our expenses for December were $25,899.63 compared to $22,599.73 in November. For the
2025 year our expenses totaled $336,837.91 or 105.91% of the budget.

The difference of income to expenses for December was $6,591.41 compared to November
of $8,538.57. For 2025 we are at -$16,575.16.

Our checking account balance shown on the balance sheet for 2025 is $19,367.44. This
includes: -$36,008.27 in (#1001) main account; $5,041.02 in (#1003) Outreach funds;
$46,292.68 in (#1006) Capital Campaign; $246.42 (#1009) Youth Fund; and $3,572.52 in
(#1030) Benevolent Fund.

At the December breakfast the congregation recommended an audit be held in 2026. | did
some initial research and discussed with the council the difference between a review or an
audit and suggested several audit companies. The council approved doing a review this
year. | will be bringing bids from several companies and a timeline to the council.

Giving envelopes for 2026 have been distributed. If you did not get envelopes and would like
them, please let Nelda Janway or Nancy Ohse or the office know and we’ll get a set to you.

Year-end statements have also been distributed or mailed. If you have any questions
regarding your statement, please talk with Nancy Lindberg.

Anyone wanting information on how to set up their annual Required Minimum Distribution
(RMD) to go towards their 2026 tithe should talk with their investment advisor, attorney or
have an initial conversation with Nancy Lindberg.

A full review of our finances for 2025 are in the annual report. | encourage you to get a copy
of the report.
cHU
QO
'S’

Let me know if you have any questions. &

FIN

IAL
HEALTH

Nancy Lindberg, Treasurer 0



CHRISTIAN ED & OUTREACH

CHRISTIAN CLASSICS BOOK CLUB: Deepen Your Faith
and Gain Wisdom from Spiritual Giants. Join the Christian

Classics Book Club on the following days in February:
¢ FOURTH SUNDAY at 5:30 PM (HH)
¢ FOURTH WEDNESDAY at 11:30 AM (HH).

BOOK: “THE BEAUTIFUL WORLD”
by Susan Rohrer

Join our Christian Classics Book Club
Today!

Grab a hard copy or an electronic copy of the books online
at your favorite book supplier, or at the Topeka/Shawnee
County Public Library (TSCPL). Find study guides, the
proposed 2026 Book list and other important information
online at https://wsbctopeka.org.

( OUTREACH
WEST SIDE ) | MINISTRY
SoupllT| sovr
Kitchen | KITCHEN -
The ) The Soup
m::mty Kitchen has
anelghbedy bl forevervone § - gerved around

seventy-five
people since September of 2025
with around fifteen being from the
community. Everyone in the
community is welcome to come for
food and fellowship — at no cost,
with no registration required, and
no strings attached — just warm
soup and warm hearts. We will
begin in 2026 opening the Soup
Kitchen on the 1 and 3™ Sundays
of each month.

Volunteers
Needed!

E.;i;‘au"&:z ul
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To Our Church Family,

Thank you very much for the remembrance basket given to
Russ at Christmas time. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
Russ & Fran Seymour Hunter

Dear Pastor and Church Family,

Thank you for the delicious ham provided by all of you. It was
most helpful and very thoughtful.

Sincerely,

John & Jan Swain

Bryan & Brandt Becker

Dear West Side Family,

So many memories! Thank you for remembering us with the
many cards and treats! We are comfortable in our cottage and
enjoying it. But we also miss you all.

God Bless you all!

Doug & Jan Mauck

Dear West Side Baptist Church

Thank you so much for the Water Bottles, Hats & Gloves and
Socks and the donation of Thanksgiving boxes for the holidays.
We appreciate the continued support of Lowman Hill families.
Sincerely,

Lowman Hill Staff
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MISSION

Did you know at the back of the sanctuary there are pictures and information about all of our
missionaries stationed around the world. I'd like to share with you this month an email from
Larry and Becky Stanton who serve in Hungary. You may remember that we hosted a
breakfast for them last summer.

Friends,
We'd like to introduce you to a man named Nandor.

Nandor lives in northern Serbia, where Larry partners with Pastor Zoltan and the local
Baptist church. In the 1990s, during the Serbian war, Nandor served as a radio operator.
When the war ended and he returned home, something in him had changed. Like so many
who carry invisible wounds, he never quite found his way back to the life he had known.

In recent years, Nandor has been scraping by. He has struggled to care for himself and for
his home, and his diet has been painfully inadequate. On weekdays, the Red Cross soup
kitchen provides him with a small cup of soup and half a bread roll—usually his only meal of
the day.

Larry first met Nandor while delivering firewood with the church. That simple act of warmth
became the beginning of a relationship. Nandor was overjoyed to talk with Larry. He speaks
English, and with bright eyes he shared that years ago he used to communicate with people
all over the world by radio. These days, he rarely has anyone to talk to. The conversation
itself felt like a gift.

As trust grew, the church learned more about just how difficult life had become for him.
Mobnika, one of Larry’s ministry partners, offered to begin helping with weekly housekeeping.
This practical care has brought immediate and visible change—his home is cleaner,
healthier, and more livable. But even more importantly, Nandor himself is changing.

He told us that for the past two years, before the church became involved, he felt as though
he was “two meters underground”™—as if he were already dead. Now, he is attending
church. He told Larry that he and God are talking about the future.

As Larry said when he was telling me the story, “That hope is so strong.”There’s a lady from
the church who stops by and brings him food
from time to time. Larry shared with him that
what he recently experienced is God'’s love—
the most powerful thing in the universe.
Friends, this is why your partnership matters.
Because of you, help arrives not only as
firewood or food or housekeeping, but as
presence, dignity, conversation, and hope.
Together, we are witnessing what happens
when someone who has felt buried begins to
breathe again.

Thank you for walking with us, for caring about

o’
people you may never meet, and for being part S
of God’s restoring work in places that are often &
unseen. Nandor and Larry
With deep gratitude,

Becky & Larry




Women's Ministry

Celebrating God’s Work Among Us: A Church Health Survey

Update WOMENT W
Over the past several weeks, many of you participated in our church YYULV J,,

health survey. Thank you for taking the time to reflect honestly on VIrrr AL ;{L(’-»'

your spiritual life and your experlence within the church. Your A S atpas
Wllllngness to engage in this process is itself a sign of a healthy, | m ;; (s Caring

growing community that desires to follow Jesus faithfully. 2nd for Sister®
The purpose of this survey was not to assign grades or to compare Mondays in Chwrist
)

ourselves with other churches. Instead, it was designed to help us i

discern how God is shaping us as disciples—to celebrate areas of 5:30 PM 3%'@.
strength, to recognize patterns of growth, and to identify places where Holmer @%
we can continue to mature together. Hall O]

What follows is a summary of the results and what they tell us about e
the overall health of our church. ) WP e -

How the Survey Was Designed

The survey focused on four biblical “marks” of a healthy disciple, each representing a visible
outcome of a growing relationship with God:

1. Deep Love of God

2. Life of Obedience

3. Patterns of Sacrifice

Fruitfulness in the Life of the Disciple

Each mark included eight questions, and participants responded using a five-point scale:

o Always (5)

o Almost Always (4)

e QOccasionally (3)

e Not Very Often (2)

Not at All (1)

With 42 participants, the best possible score for each mark was 1,680 (40 points per person x 42
participants). The scores were then averaged to provide a clear snapshot of how consistently these marks
are visible in the life of our church.

The Big Picture: A Healthy and Encouraging Snapshot

Before diving into each mark, it’s important to look at the overall results.

All four marks scored between 7.73 and 8.07 out of 10, indicating a church that is spiritually healthy,
engaged, and growing. These are strong results by any measure. Even more encouraging, the majority of
responses across all marks fell into the “Always” and “Almost Always” categories.

This tells us that the values we talk about—Iloving God, obeying His Word, living sacrificially, and
bearing fruit—are not just ideas. They are realities being lived out in everyday life.

At the same time, the presence of some “Occasionally” responses reminds us that discipleship is a
lifelong journey. Growth is ongoing, and God is continually shaping us.

Mark 1: Deep Love of God

Average Score: 7.73

When measuring a Christian’s relationship with God, a deep love for God will be visible in their life.
This includes delight in worship, desire for prayer, engagement with Scripture, and affection for God
Himself.

The results for Mark 1 show a strong foundation. Most participants indicated that love for God is
present almost always, with many answering always. This reflects a church that genuinely desires to
know God and walk closely with Him.

However, Mark 1 also had the widest range of responses, including the highest number of
“Occasionally” selections among the four marks. This helps explain why its average score was slightly
lower than the others. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Rather than being discouraging, this is actually a meaningful insight. Love for God is not static—it must
be continually cultivated. Seasons of busyness, stress, or distraction can impact our spiritual rhythms.
The data gently reminds us of the importance of prioritizing prayer, worship, and time in God’s Word,
both individually and together as a church family.

Mark 2: Life of Obedience

Average Score: 8.00

When measuring a Christian’s relationship with God, a life of obedience will be visible through daily
choices, moral integrity, and submission to God’s Word.

Mark 2 scored very strongly, with a large concentration of responses in the “Almost Always” category
and fewer low-frequency responses. This indicates a church body that not only understands God’s
commands but is actively seeking to live them out.

Obedience flows naturally from love for God, and these results suggest that faith is being translated into
action. Many respondents expressed consistency in aligning their lives with biblical teaching, even
when it requires effort or sacrifice.

This is a sign of spiritual maturity and trust in God’s wisdom.

Mark 3: Patterns of Sacrifice

Average Score: 8.07 (Highest Overall)

When measuring a Christian’s relationship with God, patterns of sacrifice will be visible through
generosity, service, and willingness to put others before self.

Mark 3 received the highest overall score, and the data shows strong “Always” and “Almost Always”
responses across nearly every question. This points to a church that understands discipleship involves
cost—and embraces that calling.

Sacrificial living can take many forms: serving in ministry, giving generously, caring for others, and
making time for God’s work even when it’s inconvenient. The survey results suggest that these patterns
are deeply embedded in the life of our church.

This is a powerful testimony to God’s work among us and a reflection of hearts shaped by the gospel.
Mark 4: Fruitfulness in the Life of the Disciple

Average Score: 8.02

When measuring a Christian’s relationship with God, fruitfulness will be present—spiritual growth,
Christlike character, and positive impact on others.

Mark 4 also scored very highly, with consistent responses across questions and relatively few low
scores. This indicates that many are seeing tangible evidence of spiritual fruit in their lives.

Fruitfulness is often the result of the other marks working together. When we love God deeply, walk in
obedience, and live sacrificially, spiritual fruit naturally follows. The results suggest that this process is
actively taking place within our church.

What These Results Tell Us

Taken together, the survey paints a picture of a church that is:

e Spiritually healthy

e Actively growing

e Committed to discipleship

Living out its faith in practical ways

The slight variations between marks are not signs of weakness but opportunities for continued growth.
In particular, the results encourage us to keep nurturing our love for God so that everything else
continues to flow from that foundation.

Moving Forward Together

We are grateful for what God is doing among us. These results should encourage us, remind us of His

faithfulness, and inspire us to continue growing together.

As a church, let us remain committed to loving God deeply, walking obediently, living sacrificially, and

bearing much fruit—for His glory and for the good of those around us.

Thank you again for participating and for being part of what God is doing in our church family.
Reverend Traci Brown
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WORSHIP

The Revised Common
Lectionary Texts Year A

Gospel Reader
Sonia Roling

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
February 1
Micah 6:1-8
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
February 8
Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12)
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16)
Matthew 5:13-20

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
February 15
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Matthew 5:21-37

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
February 22
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23
Matthew 5:38-48

OME

ND WORSHIP

\PRA.

FEBRUARY USHERS

Nelda Janway, Jack Janway
Mark Arnold, Ernie Reed
Steve Hood

COMMUNION SERVERS

Jay & Marty Stevenson,
Jim Goodnow & Nancy Lindberg
Shawn & Jennifer Emery

J =

FEBRUARY
SCRIPTURE READER
Charles Tanksley

JI

WORSHIP COMMITTEE - Worship
committee meeting will be held on
Saturday, February 7 at 2:30 pm. If
you would like to help choose 7 //38\
music for Sunday Services come B WS 9
to the Worship meetings. See Matt m

We’re Better Together!

The Church is committed to the continual praise
and worship of Almighty God in the Name of
Jesus Christ. Church leaders and our clergy hold
services regularly in the Sanctuary in compliance
with all published federal, state, and local
government health orders. Services are broadcast
LIVE:

o YouTube -

https://www.youtube.com/channel/WSBC
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
INURSERY |2 3 4NURSERY |5 6 7
9:00 am 9:00 - 11:00 am |6:00 pm Men’s |10:30 am 1:00 - 3:00 pm 1:30 pm
Sunday School |Baby Closet & Ladies’ Night |Bible Study Baby Closet Worship
10:30 am Out @ Golden |3:30 pm Team
Worship Corral Baby Closet Practi
12:00 pm Soup 5:30 pm WWW 230 F')Cme
Kitchen 7:15 pm Choir Worship
Committee
8NURSERY 10 11INURSERY |12 13 14
9:00 am 9:00 - 11:00 am |6:00 pm 10:30 am 1:00 - 3:00 pm 1:30 pm
Sunday School |Baby Closet | Coyncil Bible Study Baby Closet Worship
\1/\(/):30h';1m Members 2138 pgl' t Team
orship _ Meeti aby Close Practi
12:00 pm No | >:30Pm. eeting 5:30 pm WWW ractice
Soup Kitchen Ministry 7:15 pm Choir '%W#;
5:00 pm p )
Souper Bowl ‘?ﬁ@dllle 5
4 Dy
15NURSERY |16 17 18nNursery |19 20 21
9:00 am 9:00 - 11:00 am | 5:30 pm 10:30 am 1:00 - 3:00 pm 1:30 pm
Sunday School |No Christian Ed | Bible Study Baby Closet Worship
BT RgES eeing |
\1/\;‘?6%“'%1 No 6:30 pm Meeting Practice
o rr<) o | i Fellowship 3:30 pm
Soup fitchen | BB Meeting Baby Closet
:00 pm RET Y 5:30 pm WWW
Valentines — 7:15 pm Choir
Dinner —
22NURSERY |23 24 25NURSERY |26 27 28
9:00 am 9:00 - 11:00 am |6:00 pm 10:30 am 1:00 - 3:00 pm 1:30 pm
Sunday School |Baby Closet | Qytreach Bible Study Baby Closet Worship
10:30 am _ Meeting 11:30 am Book Team
Worship 6:00 pm DAR C'|Ub Practice
12:00 pm No 3:30 pm
. Baby Closet
Soup Kitchen )
P 5:30 pm WWW
5:30 pm Book 7:15 pm Choir

Club
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