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2025 ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  

A SEASON OF EXPECTATIONS: HOPE  
JENNIFER EMERY & TERA TRIGGS 

Reader 1: ADVENT is A Season of Expectations – a holy time of waiting. The 

next four weeks are a time when faith looks forward with HOPE, trusting in God’s 

promises yet to be fulfilled. On this first Sunday, we light the Prophecy Candle, 

the Candle of Hope, remembering how the prophets 

long ago spoke of a coming Savior who would bring 

light into the world’s darkness. 

[Light the first (purple) candle – Starting 

Clockwise from the Top.] 

Reader 2: Hear the words of the prophet Isaiah 

(chapter 9), who spoke God’s Word some 680 years 

before Jesus Christ came as the Babe of 

Bethlehem: Nevertheless, there will be no more 

gloom for those who were in distress. In the 

past, God humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 

future, the Lord will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, 

beyond the Jordan— 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in 

the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. You have enlarged the 

nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at 

the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. For as in the day 

of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar 

across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior’s boot 

used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for 

burning, will be fuel for the fire. 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be 

on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,     

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government 

and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his 

kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 

from that time on and forever. 
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The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 

 Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, 

Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Reader 1: Did you hear those words, “The zeal of the Lord Almighty will 

accomplish this.” God will do this powerful work for the People of God -by 

His strength, His will, His determination, His providence, and His power. 

These words should stir our hearts today as we, too, wait in expectation — not 

only for the celebration of Christ’s birth, but for His promised Second-Coming in 

glory. Our hope is anchored in Jesus Christ, who has come, who is present with 

us through the Holy Spirit, and who will come again to make all things new. 

Reader 2: As we light this candle of HOPE, we affirm our faith that God is at 

work — in us, through us, for us, and among us — preparing the world for the 

fullness of Christ’s kingdom. 

Reader 1: Together we pray the words printed in the bulletins. Leader: We light 

the first candle of Advent, the Candle of Hope, as a sign of God’s promises yet to 

be fulfilled. 

People: God of mercy, we long for your coming, yet we confess we have 

not always prepared our hearts or homes for your arrival. 

Reader 2: We admit that we grow weary, doubt your guidance, and neglect the 

ways you call us to witness your love. 

People: Forgive us, O Lord. Awaken us to your Spirit and renew our hope 

in Christ Jesus. 

Reader 1: Prepare us to receive your Word, to live as faithful followers, and to 

share the light of your kingdom. 

People: Come, Lord Jesus, dwell among us. Strengthen our hearts and 

make us ready to welcome you. Amen. 

 


