2025 ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
A SEASON OF INCARNATION: LOVE

Reader 1: ADVENT is A Season of Incarnation — A time that reminds us that
God’s love is not distant or abstract, but tangible and embodied in Jesus Christ,
who is our Emmanuel, “God with Us!” As we light this candle of LOVE, we rejoice
in the profound mystery of the incarnation — that God chose to dwell among us
so that we might know life, hope, joy, peace, grace, and most of all His love.

[Light the FIRST and SECOND PURPLE, the
PINK CANDLE, AND the THIRD PURPLE
CANDLE - Starting Clockwise from the Top.]

Reader 2: On this final Sunday of Advent, we light
the Bethlehem Candle, the Candle of Love, as we
reflect on the incredible gift of God taking on human
flesh in the birth of Jesus. Through His incarnation,
Christ entered our world in humility. He reversed the
curse of separation, alienation, and death. He cared
for the hurting, healed the sick, fed the hungry,
clothed the naked, and journeyed toward Jerusalem, where He was arrested,
suffered, died, and was buried. And on the glorious third day, as he promised, he
rose again to bring salvation to all.

Reader 1: Hear what the prophet Isaiah said to King Ahaz in Chapter 7: “Again
the Lord spoke to Ahaz, ‘Ask the Lord your God for a sign, whether in the
deepest depths or in the highest heights.’ But Ahaz said, “l will not ask; |
will not put the Lord to the test.”

Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the
patience of humans? Will you try the patience of my God also?

Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive
and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. He will be eating
curds and honey when he knows enough to reject the wrong and choose
the right, '® for before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and
choose the right, the land of the two kings you dread will be laid waste.
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Reader 2: Did you hear those words, “Therefore, the Lord himself will give
you a sign.” God is going to show the world that He will use His infinite power to
accomplish what seems impossible to humans: He will keep His promise in
Genesis 3:15 by sending a Savior, inconceivably born. But we now know
“nothing is impossible with God” (Luke 1:37).

Reader 1: As we light this candle of LOVE, let us pray that all people may
experience the love of God made flesh, remembering the words of 1 John 4:9-
10: “In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his
only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love,
not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins.”

Reader 2: Join me as we pray the words printed in the bulletins as a responsive
reading:

Leader: On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we light the Candle of Love,
remembering God’s greatest gift: Jesus Christ, who took on human flesh and
dwelt among us.

People: Yet we confess that we do not always love as Christ loves. We fail
to welcome God’s presence into our hearts and into the world around us.

Leader: God’s love is made manifest in Jesus, who came to heal, feed, and
redeem.

People: Forgive us, O Lord, and awaken our hearts to receive your love.
Help us to live as withesses of Christ’s sacrificial love.

Leader: Come, Lord Jesus, dwell among us with your love.

People: Amen.
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