2025 ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
A SEASON OF JUBULATION: JOY

Reader 1: ADVENT is A Season of Jubilation — A time to celebrate God’s
faithfulness and the hope-filled promise that Christ will come again. Just as the
shepherds experienced overwhelming joy at the Savior’s arrival, we, too, are
invited to open our hearts and rejoice in God'’s presence with us, both now and in
the life to come.

[Light the FIRST and SECOND PURPLE candles
AND the PINK candle — Starting Clockwise from
the Top.]

Reader 2: This third Sunday of Advent is known as
Gaudete Sunday, a time to pause and rejoice in the
midst of our waiting. On this day, we light the
Shepherds’ Candle, the Candle of Joy, remembering
the shepherds who heard the angelic announcement
of Christ’s birth and rushed with gladness to see the
Savior.

Reader 1: Hear what the prophet Isaiah said (Chapter 35): A The desert and
the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. Like
the crocus, it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.

The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and
Sharon; they will see the glory of the Lord, the splendor of our God.

Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; say to those
with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will
come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you.”

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf
unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout
for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs.
In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will
grow.
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And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness; it will be
for those who walk on that Way. The unclean will not journey on it; wicked
fools will not go about on it. No lion will be there, nor any ravenous beast;
they will not be found there.

But only the redeemed will walk there, and those the Lord has rescued will
return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their
heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will
flee away.”

Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica,
Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Reader 2: Did you hear those words, “[We] will see the glory of the Lord, the
splendor of our God. [WE] will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will
crown [OUR] heads.” The promises of God are eternal for all of God'’s people.

Reader 1: As we light this candle of JOY, let us pray that all people may
embrace the spirit of rejoicing this holy season, and that our lives may reflect the
gladness of those first withesses who proclaimed, “Glory to God in the
highest!”

Reader 2: Join me as we pray the words printed in the bulletins as a responsive
reading:
Leader: Rejoice! The Lord is near! This is the day to lift our hearts in gladness.

People: Yet we confess that our joy is often clouded by worry, doubt, and
the burdens of daily life.

Leader: The prophets proclaimed good news to all people: God’s salvation is
coming!

People: Forgive us, O Lord, for failing to trust your promises. Forgive us
for letting fear overshadow hope, and sorrow dull our joy.

Leader: As we light the candle of joy, let its brightness awaken gladness in our
hearts.

People: Renew our spirits, O God. Fill us with the joy that comes from your
presence, that we may witness your love in the world. Amen.
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