2025 ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
A SEASON OF PREPARATIONS: PEACE

Reader 1: ADVENT is A Season of Preparation — A time to ready our hearts
and our world for the coming of Christ. On this second Sunday, we light the
Candle of Peace, recalling the prophetic voice of John the Baptist calling all
people to repentance and renewal. He prepared the way for the Prince of Peace,
whose reign brings justice, righteousness, and reconciliation to a broken world.

[Light the FIRST and SECOND purple candles —
Starting Clockwise from the Top.]

Reader 2: In a world filled with unrest and division,
we look for the peace that only Christ can bring —
peace that begins in our hearts and extends to the
nations. The promise of God’s kingdom reminds us
that true peace is not merely the absence of conflict,
but the presence of God’s righteousness and love.

Reader 1: Hear what the prophet Isaiah said in
chapter 40, verses 3-5: A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the
way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the
rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory
of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it together. For the
mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica,
Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Reader 2: Did you hear those words again, “For the mouth of the Lord has
spoken.” God has spoken, and no one can silence God’s immutable voice.

Reader 1: As we light this candle of PEACE, we lift our prayers for the people of
Jerusalem and Gaza, Afghanistan, Central African Republic, the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Haiti, Myanmar (Burma), Nigeria,
Russia/Ukraine, the Sahel Region (Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, and Chad),
Somalia, Sudan and South Sudan, Syria, Yemen, and all places where violence
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and fear overshadow hope. May Christ, our Prince of Peace, rule in every heart
and every land.

Reader 2: Join me as we pray the words printed in the bulletins as a responsive
reading:

Leader: In this holy season of Advent, we gather to seek the peace that Christ
alone can give.

People: We come longing for God’s peace to settle in our hearts, our
homes, and our world.

Leader: The prophet declares, “Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the
wilderness a highway for our God.”

People: Yet we confess that our paths are crooked, our hearts unsettled,
and our relationships strained.

Leader: God of peace, calm our restless spirits and forgive our anxious ways.

People: Restore us, O Lord. Speak peace to your people and guide our feet
into the way of peace.

Leader: As we worship today, may the light of Christ shine upon us and lead us
toward the fullness of your kingdom.

People: Come, Prince of Peace—make your home in us, among us, with us,
and for us. Amen.
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